ADLA POLICY AND PROCEDURES FOR AMICUS CURIAE BRIEFS
I.

STATEMENT OF ADLA'S GENERAL POLICY

It is the policy of the Alabama Defense Lawyers Association that it should authorize the filing of
amicus curiae briefs sparingly and only in appropriate cases. In deciding whether a specific case is
appropriate, these primary factors will be considered:
(1)
Whether an amicus curiae brief is reasonably likely to make a significant contribution to
the determination of the issue(s) to be addressed;
(2)
Whether the issue(s) will be of particular significance to the interests of the defense trial
bar or of particular significance to the fair administration of justice;
(3)
Whether the case is on appeal before the highest appellate court where the issue is likely
to be determined; and
(4)
Whether the determinative issue(s) in the case will be legal, instead of factual.
The ADLA ordinarily will not join in amicus curiae briefs with other organizations except local
defense associations. Authorized amicus curiae briefs generally should be filed only in ADLA's name.
II.

SUBMISSION OF REQUESTS FOR AMICUS CURIAE BRIEFS

A request by an ADLA member for an amicus curiae brief should be submitted to the Chair of
the Amicus Curiae Committee as soon as reasonably possible. The request must be submitted by letter or
electronic mail. The following information and documents should be furnished with the request:
(1)
The name of the case and the identification of the appellate court where the case is
pending;
(2)
The order from which the appeal has been taken;
(3)
A summary of the relevant facts and the procedural history of the case;
(4)
A statement of all the issues of law that are expected to be raised in the appeal,
specifically identifying each issue for which ADLA involvement is requested;
(5)
The date by which an amicus curiae brief would be due to be filed;
(6)
The consent of the attorney of record for the party in support of whom ADLA
involvement is being sought, and
(7)
A full disclosure of any personal or professional interest in the matter on the part of the
ADLA’s member and the member’s law firm.
III.

PROCESSING OF REQUESTS FOR AMICUS CURIAE BRIEFS

The Chair of the Amicus Curiae Committee should promptly notify the ADLA President and the
Chair of the ADLA Legislative Committee of the receipt of any request for an amicus curiae brief, which
notification should include a summary of the issue(s) presented in the appeal. Any comments about the
request by the President and the Chair of the Legislative Committee will be given to the Chair of the
Amicus Curiae Committee, to be shared by the Chair with the members of the committee.
Once the Amicus Curiae Committee has considered and has voted on the request, the committee
chair will notify the ADLA President of the result of the vote and will provide a summary of the
committee’s analysis of the request.

The ADLA President has the authority to overrule a vote by the Amicus Curiae Committee in
favor of filing an amicus curiae brief. The ADLA President does not have the authority to overrule a
decision by the committee to decline a request for an amicus curiae brief.
IV.

REQUESTS FOR AMICUS CURIAE BRIEFS IN CASES IN WHICH AN ADLA
MEMBER IS COUNSEL FOR AN ADVERSE PARTY

Whenever a request is made for an amicus curiae brief by the ADLA in a case in which an
ADLA member is counsel for an adverse party:
(1)
The request will be considered solely on the basis of the issue presented, and membership
in ADLA by a lawyer whose client’s interests are adverse will not be considered by the Amicus Curiae
Committee in determining whether an amicus curiae brief should be submitted;
(2)
The request submitted to the Amicus Curiae Committee (including all attachments) the
specifics of the Committee’s deliberation process, the votes of the individual Committee members, and
the name of the ADLA member who will prepare the brief shall be confidential (with the understanding
that the name of the attorney writing the brief will be disclosed when the brief is filed); and
(3)
The Amicus Curiae Committee will not solicit and will not accept any comment or other
input from any such ADLA member as part of its deliberation on the request for an amicus curiae brief.
V.

APPEARANCES

Every ADLA amicus curiae brief, and every other court filing in an appeal in which ADLA his
participating as an amicus curiae, shall identify as counsel for ADLA the author of the brief, the President
of ADLA, and the Chair of the Amicus Curiae Committee.
VI.

FEES AND COSTS

On approval of the Chair of the Amicus Curiae Committee, ADLA will pay a fee of up to $3,000
for the preparation of an amicus curiae brief. ADLA also will reimburse reasonable copying and binding
costs associated with the brief.
No ADLA member who prepares an amicus curiae brief may accept any fee or other payment
from any party for the preparation of the brief. ADLA will not accept payment from any source to
reimburse the expenses associated with participating in the appeal as an amicus curiae.
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