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among the members

Bradley Arant Boult Cummings LLP is pleased to make the following
announcements:

e \We are pleased to announce that 53 of the firm’s partners have been
recognized in the 2021 edition of Benchmark Litigation, which also
listed Bradley as a “highly recommended” firm. In addition, the firm
was ranked Tier 1 nationally for Product Liability and Recall, and five
attorneys where recognized as National Practice Area Stars.

Benchmark Litigation determines rankings through peer reviews and

case examinations. Among the firm’s partners listed in the guide,

34 are recognized as “Local Litigation Stars,” who were consistently
recommended by clients as being reputable and effective litigators. The
guide names 19 Bradley partners as “Future Stars,” who were consistently
referenced by peers and clients as litigators who are likely to be become
“Local Litigation Stars” in coming editions of the guide. Benchmark
Litigation is the only publication that focuses exclusively on U.S. litigation.

Following are Bradley partners in the firm’s Birmingham office who are
recognized as “Local Litigation Stars”; William S. “Buddy” Gox Ill,
James W. Gewin, David G. Hymer, T. Matthew Miller, and Michael
R. Pennington.

Charles Stewart, Bradley partner in the firm’s Montgomery, Ala., office
is recognized as a “Local Litigation Star”.

Following are Bradley partners in the firm’s Birmingham office who are
recognized as “Future Stars”: F. Wendell Allen, Jeffrey D. Dyess,
John Mark Goodman, and Whitt Steineker (also named to the 2020
Benchmark 40 & Under Hot List).

e Bradley partner David G. Hymer was selected as “Life Sciences Star,”
who is designated as among the preeminent life sciences practitioners
in the United States. LMG Life Sciences attorney rankings are based on
peer, client and firm feedback, combined with independent review of all
research data, including publicly available information.

Fish Nelson & Holden LLC is pleased to announce that its senior member,
Mike Fish, has been elected to serve on the Alabama State Bar Workers’
Compensation Section Judicial Education Committee. The Committee, which
is comprised of four plaintiff attorneys and four defense attorneys, will be
responsible for planning and putting on educational workers’ compensation
programs for the Circuit Judges of Alabama, including preparing written,
live, and virtual presentation materials, securing continuing education
accreditation, and choosing speakers to present the materials.

Galloway Wettermark and Rutens LLP is pleased to announce that David
Walker has become the newest partner of the firm. David has been a
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member of the Alabama Bar for over twenty-four years, and he practices in the
areas of business litigation, employment law and general defense litigation.

Holtsford Gilliland Higgins Hitson & Howard, PC is pleased to announce
that Ursula Shakespeare has joined the firm as an associate in the
Gulf Coast office, where she will be defending individuals, businesses,
government entities, and insurers in all phases of litigation.

Huie Fernambucqg & Stewart LLP is pleased to make the following
announcements:

e Best Lawyers is the oldest peer-review publication in the legal
profession and each year they recognize individual attorneys in
designated metropolitan areas for excellence in specific practice areas.

For 2021,13 Huie attorneys were recognized as The Best Lawyers in
America, including three partners new to the listing: Bart Cannon
(Construction Law), John Herndon (Insurance Law and Litigation —
Insurance) and Keith Gann (Litigation — Insurance). Additionally, two
partners received honors for excellence in new practice areas: Gordon
Sproule (Medical Malpractice Law — Defendants) and Jim Shaw
(Product Liability Litigation —Defendants).

Also, seven Huie attorneys were included in the inaugural Best Lawyers: Ones
to Watch listing, which highlights attorneys earlier in their careers who provide
outstanding professional excellence in private practice in the United States.

Huie attorneys selected by their peers for inclusion in the listings include
the following:

The Best Lawyers in America

e Tom Bazemore: Insurance Law; Litigation — Insurance;
Personal Injury Litigation —Defendants; Product Liability
Litigation — Defendants

e G. Jimmy Brady: Insurance Law; Litigation — Insurance

e Bart Cannon: Construction Law

e Keith Gann: Litigation — Insurance

¢ Bob Girardeau: Litigation — Real Estate; Professional
Malpractice Law —Defendants

e John Herndon: Insurance Law

The Best Lawyers in America: Ones to Watch
¢ Brent Almond: Insurance Law; Litigation — Construction
e Elizabeth Davis: Insurance Law; Product Liability Litigation —
Defendants
e Hillary Fisher: Insurance Law; Litigation — Environmental
e Kimberly Jones: Insurance Law; Litigation — Labor and
Employment; Product Liability Litigation — Defendants



e Madison Morrison: Insurance Law; Personal Injury Litigation
— Defendants; Workers’ Compensation Law — Employers;
Litigation — Insurance

¢ De Martenson: Personal Injury Litigation — Defendants;
Product Liability Litigation — Defendants; Professional
Malpractice Law — Defendants

e Greg L. Schuck: Product Liability Litigation — Defendants

¢ Jennifer Devereaux Segers: Insurance Law; Litigation —

Insurance; Medical Malpractice Law - Defendants

e Jim Shaw: Personal Injury Litigation — Defendants; Product
Liability Litigation — Defendants; Professional Malpractice Law
— Defendants; Transportation Law

¢ Robert Gordon Sproule, Jr.. Litigation — Health Care;
Medical Malpractice Law — Defendants; Product Liability
Litigation — Defendants

¢ J. Allen Sydnor: Medical Malpractice Law — Defendants

e D. Alan Thomas: Personal Injury Litigation — Defendants;
Product Liability Litigation — Defendants

¢ Will Thompson: Litigation — Labor and Employment

e Alex Parish Underwood: Insurance Law

 Huie partners De Martenson, Alan Thomas and Paul Malek were
named Local Litigation Stars in Benchmark Litigation 2021. Martenson was
recognized for excellence in commercial litigation and product liability and
recall. Thomas was also recognized for exceling in product liability and recall,
and Malek was listed for providing superior service in the product liability
practice area. Additionally, Huie received accolades for providing high quality
dispute resolution services and was listed as a “recommended” firm.

Super Lawyers is a rating service of outstanding lawyers from more
than 70 practice areas who have attained a high degree of peer
recognition and professional achievement. The patented selection
process includes independent research, peer nominations and peer
evaluations. Only 5% of attorneys in the MidSouth receive the Super
Lawyers distinction. To be eligible for inclusion as a Rising Star,
candidates must be either 40 years old or younger or in practice for
10 years or less. Only 2.5% of attorneys in the MidSouth receive this
distinction.

Huie attorneys selected by their peers for inclusion in the 2020 listings
include the following:

e Mid-South Super Lawyers
e Tom Bazemore
e Jimmy Brady (new to listing)
¢ De Martenson
¢ Greg Schuck (new to listing)
e John Isaac Southerland
¢ Gordon Sproule
¢ Alan Thomas

e Mid-South Rising Stars
¢ Brent Almond (new to listing)
¢ Elizabeth Davis
e Stewart McCloud
e Woods Parker (new to listing)

Lightfoot Franklin & White LLC is pleased to make the following

¢ Elizabeth Davis was selected as a 2020 Rising Stars of Law honoree announcements:
by the Birmingham Business Journal.

e Associate Bridget E. Harris will serve on the Alabama State Bar’s new
The BBJ NextGenBHM: Law special feature highlights up-and-coming Helping Heroes in Healthcare Task Force.
lawyers in the Birmingham metro area. Honorees were chosen based on
their contributions to their firms, tangible results in their practice areas,
involvement in their community and their potential to shape the legal

industry going forward.

The group, composed of lawyers from across the state appointed by the
Alabama State Bar president, was created in response to the growing
legal needs of healthcare workers arising from the coronavirus pandemic.

Elizabeth began her career at Huie as a summer clerk and now
concentrates her law practice in the areas of automotive liability, product
liability and discovery practice and procedure. She currently serves as
national coordinating discovery counsel for a major automotive client.
Elizabeth earned her BA, summa cum laude, from The University of Alabama
and her JD, cum laude, from The University of Alabama School of Law.

e | ightfoot, Franklin & White LLC received prominent rankings from
Benchmark Litigation in its 2021 guide. The firm was listed as “Highly
Recommended” in Alabama for the fifth consecutive year, and 17
lawyers are mentioned as being named “Local Litigation Stars,” “Future
Stars” or to the “40 & Under Hot List.”

This year’s Lightfoot Local Litigation Stars are:
e Chandler Bailey
e Michael Bell,
¢ Haley Gox

e The 2020 Super Lawyers listings have been released, and 11 Huie
attorneys were selected for inclusion on the lists, with four attorneys
receiving new recognitions.
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among the members

* Melody Eagan

e Sam Franklin Maynard Cooper Gale is pleased to announce that Matthew Bowness
¢ Henry Gimenez has joined the Firm’s Securities Litigation Practice. He brings six years of
e Lee Hollis experience as a litigator representing clients in the insurance, energy, and
¢ Johnny Johnson construction industries. He has also helped achieve multiple multimillion-
e Chris King dollar settlements of construction defect claims. Mr. Bowness received his
e Lana Olson J.D., with high honors, from Emory University School of Law.
e Adam Peck
e Harlan Prater Neal Moore and Setara Foster announce the opening of Moore, Young,
¢ Jack Sharman Foster & Hazelton, LLP located at 1122 Edenton Street, Birmingham,
Alabama. The firm will continue to specialize in the civil defense of
In addition, Wes Gilchrist and Ashby Pate were named Future Stars individuals, businesses, and insurance companies accused of wrongdoing.
and Reid Carpenter was named to the “40 & Under Hot List.” More information about the firm is available at www.MY-Defense.com.

e |ightfoot, Franklin & White LLC has promoted Jonathan R. Little
to the firm’s partnership, effective January 1, 2021. Little maintains
a varied litigation practice, which includes representing media and
communications companies, journalists and broadcasters in defamation
and First Amendment matters. He also routinely defends companies in
product liability, fire and personal injury litigation, and represents clients
in commercial and securities litigation. In addition, Little has secured
appellate victories for his clients at the Alabama Court of Civil Appeals, the
Alabama Supreme Court and the U.S. Court of Appeals for the 11th Circuit.

Engineering Consulting
and Forensic Investigation

ESi is a full-service engineering investigation
and consulting firm with locations coast-to-coast,
serving clients across a global footprint. With state-
of-the-art facilities and highly qualified professionals =y ?
in almost every discipline, ESi is well-equipped to help L
. Am |
| S

clients with their most challenging technical issues.

Multidisciplinary Approach @ Industry Expertise ® Powerful Insights
™™

el

WWW.engsys.com (866) 596-3994
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message from the DRI state representative

t was an interesting year to serve as ADLA President and | know that the organization is in good hands

with Andy Rutens at the helm. | am greatly enjoying my tenure as Immediate Past President. This is my

first message to you as the DRI Alabama State Representative. Thank you for entrusting me to represent

you in DRI and allowing me to continue to serve the ADLA membership.

As ADLA is evolving and adapting so too is DRI. DRI's annual meeting was held virtually from October
21-23, 2020. The meeting featured keynote speakers including political commentators and strategists Paul
Begala and Michael Murphy and 37" U.S. Deputy Attorney General Rod Rosenstein. All three were extraor-
dinary speakers. The agenda was jam packed. There were even virtual networking events. While the virtual
Annual Meeting was a true success, DRI is committed to bringing back in person meetings. As of now, DRI is
moving forward with an in-person conference at the Sheraton Boston Hotel from October 13-16. Registration
information and more details will be forthcoming.
In the meantime, DRI offers a multitude of programming and assistance for your practice, including on

demand webinars and webcasts. Please feel free to reach out to be with any questions that you have. I'm really
looking forward to seeing everyone at the June ADLA Meeting in Sandestin. Z\

CHRISTINA MAY BOLIN
Alabama DRI Representative

ADLA CLE
LIBRARY

ADLA members have exclusive access to free
on demand GLE at any time. Login to view the
CLE Library at www.alda.org/CLELibrary and
start earning online credit today.

ADLA proudly supports the latest advancements in technology, products, and services available to its members. For
more information on sponsoring an ADLA webinar event, please send an email to adla@adla.org.

ATTORNEYS —
COURT REPORTING & E INSURANCE - =EDT
LITIGATION SUPPORT of tha South® - Forensic Engineering

Our aim is your peace of mind. AVALON HEALTH ECONOMICS & Consulting

14 Huseby.cn O forensics

GLOBAL LITIGATION SUPPORT
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Forensic Engineers and Consultants MEDIATION
GROUP
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Upchurch Watson White & Max Mediation Group

welcomes mediator Alan Lasseter
to its distinguished panel of neutrals.

» As a trial attorney, he represented the interests of individuals,
businesses and insurers throughout Alabama for more than 27 years.

» He handled more than 1,500 cases representing both plaintiffs
and defendants before beginning his transition to being a neutral.

» Alan has tried more than 60 jury trials to verdict in a wide variety
of practice areas including personal injury, wrongful death, medical
malpractice, trucking accidents, police liability and product liability.

Alan B. Lasseter
alasseter@uww-adr.com

MEDIATION | ARBITRATION | E-DISCOVERY | SPECIAL MASTERS
Successfully Resolving Conflicts in Alabama,
Florida & Nationwide Since 1988

CALL TOLL FREE: 888-435-9033 | READ MORE & SCHEDULE: WWW.UWW-ADR.COM

Just as a conductor pashions
beautiful harmonies from many instruments,

our mediators find harmony amid the

clamor of litigation. —

For more information about
Upchurch Watson White & Max, visit
UWW-ADR.com or call (205) 933-9033.

Craptsmanship.

VIDEOCONFERENCING / TELECONFERENCINGRAVAILABLE
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apcaa news

By: David Sikes, APCAA President | Montgomery, AL
AN

know everyone has their own 2020 story — 2020 was indeed an members providing instruction
interesting year. covering topics of: The Sudden
From our perspective, we began 2020 with two seminars: Insur- Emergency Doctrine, UM/UIM
ance Fraud in Oxford and Insurance Data Security Law in Montgom-  Coverage, Loss of Consortium,
ery. Then, the pandemic occurred, and restrictions were put in place  Ethics, Eggshell Claimants, and
that effectively prohibited in-person seminars. Personally, | was in London Wrongful Death Claims. Even

in March 2020 and witnessed the first shutdown of Lloyd’s of London with two hurricanes affecting our
in over 300 years. The syndicates tested their ability to work from home policyholders in the last quarter of
instead of transacting business personally on the Underwriting floors. 2020, which required our claims

We re-tooled our delivery mechanisms for continuing education
credits via webinar. Since we had never done this before we
engaged in many hours of testing to satisfy the requirements of
the Alabama Department of Insurance (ALDOI) and “seminar
security”. The ALDOI needed to know that we had a system and
plan to implement to assure attention and participation was being
given to our on-line webinars and that attendees were not just log-

adjuster membership
to respond with service, ninety-eight (98) adjusters attended
these webinars to gain continuing education.
In 2021, we are looking forward to some more great webi-
nars: Social Media Evidence in Civil Litigation, Appellate Issues
for Claims Adjusters, Human Factors, Roofing Contractors’ Issues
with the Insurance Industry, Increased Cost of Construction Duge to

ging on to the webinar and walking away to be able to gain CE credit. Ordinance or Law Coverage, and Biological Contaminant Remediation,
2020 was a successful year in that we did not let the pandemic keep and Mediation Practice for Adjusters are some of the topics we are working on.

us from providing education and professional development for our mem- If you have an idea for a topic that you think P&C adjusters would ben-

bers and for the industry. efit from learning more about, call me and let me know. My office number
We hosted seven (7) webinars in the last half of 2020 with ADLA is 334-386-4231. You can email me at apcaaorg@gmail.com. Z\

YOUR CASES RARELY
START OUT SIMPLE...

LET US HELP MAKE IT SO

Wilkins Miller is a constant force leading you forward by bringing an expert staff of
certified pub|ic accountants, business ana|ysts, consultants and advisors to the table
to help you see farther and reach higher. For more than 25 years, our professionals

have served as forensic accountants and experts.

wilkinsmiller.com

W. Allen Carroll, Jr. Stacy T. Cummings
acarroll@wilkinsmiller.com stcummings@wilkinsmiller.com
251.410.6722 251.410.6718
Mobile, Alabama i
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message from the amicus curiae committee

reetings from the ADLA Amicus Curiae Committee.

Since the committee’s last report in the Fall 2020 issue of the ADLA Journal, the Commit-
tee has filed an amicus brief, in support of an application for rehearing, in one case before
the Supreme Court of Alabama. By order issued on February 19, 2021, the court denied the
application without opinion.

In Ex parte Alfa Mutual Insurance Company, __ So0.3d ___, 2020 WL 6372812 (Ala. Oct. 30, 2020), the
court denied ALFA’s petition for a writ of mandamus challenging an order by the trial court requiring ALFA to
participate in the trial of its insured’s liability claim against an uninsured motorist. ALFA had intervened in the
case but after participating in discovery, it filed a motion to opt out. The trial court initially granted the motion,
but subsequently entered an order vacating its prior order and requiring ALFA to participate in the trial of its
insured’s lawsuit.

ALFA's petition presented the general issue of whether existing Alabama law allowed an intervening insurer
to subsequently opt out. The court denied the petition based on its conclusion that ALFA had not established a
clear legal right to intervene in an uninsured-motorist suit and then opt out before trial. ALFA's counsel, ADLA
member Michael Haggard, filed an application for rehearing and requested that ADLA file an brief in support of
this application.

ADLA's amicus brief was authored by ADLA members Gregory Cook, Michael Taunton and Trey Bundrick.
The Supreme Court granted ADLA’s motion for leave to file an amicus brief and ADLA's brief was filed on De-
cember 9, 2020. ADLA'’s brief stressed the dilemma that the Court’s ruling poses for insurers, who may have
to choose between investigating the merits of the parties’ claims through discovery at the risk of informing the
jury of insurance coverage, or keeping the issue of insurance from the jury while remaining in the dark on the
merits. The brief also stressed the lack of any significant justification for restricting the legal right to opt-out to
insurers which were named as defendants in their insureds’ lawsuits against uninsured motorists, and argued
that recognizing that this right extends to insurers who opted-in for the purpose of participating in discovery
would be fully consistent with the policy considerations recognized in the court’s seminal case on this subject,
Lowe v. Nationwide Ins. Co., 521 So.2d 1309 (Ala. 1988).

ADLA appreciates the very capable work of the brief’s authors in preparing the motion for leave and amicus
brief, especially within the very compressed time frame involved in an application for rehearing.

The current policies and procedures for submitting a request for an ADLA amicus brief in an appeal are set
forth below, but please feel free to contact committee chair Craig Alexander if you have any questions about
the process of submitting a request for an amicus brief. We continue to look forward to the opportunity for
the Association to “weigh in” when an appeal involves significantly important issues to the defense bar or to
the fair administration of justice. Also, please remember that as part of a renewed and invigorated effort of
the leadership of the ADLA to serve its members, recent amicus curiae briefs have been made available for
download on the ADLA's website. ZA

CRAIG ALEXANDER
Chair

Keyword Search Our

Brief Bank

by:Name, Case Number & Brlef Title

A\ www.adla.org/briefbank
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ADLA policy and procedures for amicus curiae briefs

I. STATEMENT OF ADLA’S GENERAL POLICY

It is the policy of the Alabama Defense Lawyers Association that it should
authorize the filing of amicus curiae briefs sparingly and only in appro-
priate cases. In deciding whether a specific case is appropriate, these
primary factors will be considered:

(1) Whether an amicus curiae brief is reasonably likely to make a
significant contribution to the determination of the issue(s) to be
addressed;

(2) Whether the issue(s) will be of particular significance to the interests
of the defense trial bar or of particular significance to the fair admin-
istration of justice;

(3) Whether the case is on appeal before the highest appellate court
where the issue is likely to be determined; and

(4) Whether the determinative issue(s) in the case will be legal, instead
of factual.

The ADLA ordinarily will not join in amicus curiae briefs with other organi-
zations except local defense associations. Authorized amicus curiae briefs
generally should be filed only in ADLA'S name.

Il. SUBMISSION OF REQUESTS FOR AMICUS CURIAE BRIEFS
A request by an ADLA member for an amicus curiae brief should be
submitted to the Chair of the Amicus Curiae Committee as soon as
reasonably possible. The request must be submitted by letter or electronic
mail. The following information and documents should be furnished with
the request:
(1) The name of the case and the identification of the appellate court
where the case is pending;
(2) The order from which the appeal has been taken;
(3) A summary of the relevant facts and the procedural history of the case;
(4) A statement of all the issues of law that are expected to be raised
in the appeal, specifically identifying each issue for which ADLA
involvement is requested;
(5) The date by which an amicus curiae brief would be due to be filed;
(6) The consent of the attorney of record for the party in support of
whom ADLA involvement is being sought, and
(7) A full disclosure of any personal or professional interest in the matter
on the part of the ADLA’s member and the member’s law firm.

lil. PROCESSING OF REQUESTS FOR AMICUS CURIAE BRIEFS
The Chair of the Amicus Curiae Committee should promptly notify the
ADLA President and the Chair of the ADLA Legislative Committee of the
receipt of any request for an amicus curiae brief, which notification should
include a summary of the issue(s) presented in the appeal. Any comments
about the request by the President and the Chair of the Legislative Com-
mittee will be given to the Chair of the Amicus Curiae Committee, to be
shared by the Chair with the members of the committee.

Once the Amicus Curiae Committee has considered and has voted on the

request, the committee chair will notify the ADLA President of the result
of the vote and will provide a summary of the committee’s analysis of the
request.

The ADLA President has the authority to overrule a vote by the Amicus
Curiae Committee in favor of filing an amicus curiae brief. The ADLA Pres-
ident does not have the authority to overrule a decision by the committee
to decline a request for an amicus curiae brief.

IV. REQUESTS FOR AMICUS CURIAE BRIEFS IN CASES
IN WHICH AN ADLA MEMBER IS COUNSEL FOR AN
ADVERSE PARTY

Whenever a request is made for an amicus curiae brief by the ADLA in a

case in which an ADLA member is counsel for an adverse party:

(1) The request will be considered solely on the basis of the issue
presented, and membership in ADLA by a lawyer whose client’s
interests are adverse will not be considered by the Amicus Curiae
Committee in determining whether an amicus curiae brief should be
submitted;

(2) The request submitted to the Amicus Curiae Committee (including all
attachments) the specifics of the Committee’s deliberation process,
the votes of the individual Committee members, and the name of the
ADLA member who will prepare the brief shall be confidential (with
the understanding that the name of the attorney writing the brief will
be disclosed when the brief is filed); and

(3) The Amicus Curiae Committee will not solicit and will not accept any
comment or other input from any such ADLA member as part of its
deliberation on the request for an amicus curiae brief.

V. APPEARANCES

Every ADLA amicus curiae brief, and every other court filing in an appeal
in which ADLA his participating as an amicus curiae, shall identify as
counsel for ADLA the author of the brief, the President of ADLA, and the
Chair of the Amicus Curiae Committee.

VI. FEES AND COSTS

On approval of the Chair of the Amicus Curiae Committee, ADLA will pay
a fee of up to $3,000 for the preparation of an amicus curiae brief. ADLA
also will reimburse reasonable copying and binding costs associated with
the brief.

No ADLA member who prepares an amicus curiae brief may accept any
fee or other payment from any party for the preparation of the brief. ADLA
will not accept payment from any source to reimburse the expenses asso-
ciated with participating in the appeal as an amicus curiae.

Adopted unanimously by email poll of the Board of Directors
dated: January 9, 2019
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LET ADLA HELP YOU FIND OUT ABOUT THE
PLAINTIFF'S EXPERT WITNESS IN YOUR TRIAL

ADLA’s Expert Witness Database

is a searchable list of inquiries from ADLA
members regarding Plaintiffs’ experts. Search
our database by expert, specialty and location
or request for an email blast inquiry to be sent
out to fellow ADLA members. ADLA’s email
blast system can also be used to request a
referral for a Defense expert.

MEMBER
OUTREACH

Utilize this member benefit for gathering
information about the expert witness who may
be sitting on the other side of the deposition
table or across the courtroom aisle.

Visit www.adla.org for more information on
how to find out about the expert witness in
your case.



Lawyer malpractice insurance
~ owned by you, managed by you.

T

Did you know that AIM was created by and for Alabama lawyers
with the goal of providing legal malpractice insurance at a

competitive price with dependable defense coverage? AILNA ATTORNEYS
INSURANCE

At AIM, our mission is to provide unparalleled customer service, ARV B :::‘l:;l-:ggc!;uth®

unmatched claims defense, and high-quality legal malpractice

insurance to lawyers in Alabama and Tennessee. Our aim is your peace of mind.

GET A QUOTE TODAY | 205.980.0009 | WWW.ATTORNEYSINSURANCEMUTUAL.COM
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